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Rural  District  of  Glendale. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1904. 


In  1901  the  population  of  Glendale  was  8,770,  which 
may  be  taken  as  the  population  in  1904. 

The  number  of  births  in  1904  was  177,  a decrease  of 
15  from  the  previous  year  and  equal  to  a birth  rate  of 
20-01  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a low  birth  rate  when 
compared  with  the  birth  rate  of  the  county  as  a whole, 
which  in  1903  was  32-58.  It  is  also  considerably  below 
the  birth  rate  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  which 
was  26*27  in  1903,  and  is  less  than  any  of  the  rural 
districts  of  the  county  in  1903. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  111.  an 
increase  of  18  over  the  number  in  1903  and  equal  to  a 
death  rate  of  12-65.  This  is  a considerable  increase  over 
the  previous  year,  which  was  10*06 — the  lowest  in  the 
county  and  the  lowest  on  record  for  Glendale.  Although 
an  increase  over  1903  it  is  still  much  below  the  average 
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for  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  which  was  15 '24  in 
1903.  In  the  Wooler  district  alone  there  were  56  deaths, 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  1 2*31,  while  in  Ford  district 
there  were  50  deaths,  equal  to  a rate  of  11  '9.  In  the 
Workhouse  were  five  deaths. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  were  nine,  a decrease 
of  one  from  the  previous  year,  and  equal  to  a rate  of 
50'84  per  1,000  births,  the  lowest  on  record  for  the 
district  of  Glendale  and  probably  the  lowest  in  the 
county.  The  average  infant  mortality  for  the  county 
as  a whole  in  1903  was  145*43,  and  in  the  rural  districts 
it  was  123T1,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  infant 
mortality  of  Glendale  is  less  than  half  the  average  for 
the  rural  districts  of  the  county.  This  is  very  satis- 
factory, as  with  the  gradually  increasing  scarcity  of 
milk  in  Glendale  little  difference  nowadays  exists  be- 
tween the  feeding  of  infants  in  a place  like  Glendale  and 
their  feeding  in  the  mining  districts.  The  difference  in 
mortality  must  be  due  to  the  pure  air  of  Glendale.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  was  17, 
a great  increase  over  1903,  which  was  12.  This  is  equal 
to  a death  rate  of  1*9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  1*3  in  1903.  It  is,  however,  below  the 
rate  of  1902,  which  was  2*17.  The  number  of  deaths  at 
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live  years  of  age  and  upwards  was  94,  giving  a death 
rate  of  10*7  as  compared  with  9’2  in  1903.  Of  these  94 
deaths  39  had  reached  the  age  of  G5  and  upwards,  and  12 
of  the  39  died  over  80  years  of  age.  Epidemic  influenza 
was  not  at  all  prevalent  during  the  year  1904,  and  to  this 
fact  may  be  due  the  comparatively  low  death  rate. 

One  death  was  due  to  each  of  the  following  diseases  : — 
Whooping-cough,  cirrhosis  of  liver,  and  diseases  of  par- 
turition ; while  bronchitis  caused  5 deaths,  pleurisy  2 
deaths,  pneumonia  9 deaths,  cancer  7 deaths,  phthisis  10 
deaths,  enteritis  12  deaths.  Zymotic  diseases  caused  one 
death,  which  was  due  to  whooping-cough.  This  gives  a 
death  rate  of  0T1  as  compared  with  0*22  in  1903,  and 
lower  than  any  in  the  county  in  1903.  The  10  deaths 
from  phthisis  gives  a death  rate  of  1T4,  which  is  higher 
than  the  rate  for  1903,  which  was  0*08,  but  lower  than 
the  county  as  a whole,  which  was  T19  in  1903. 
Enteritis  caused  12  deaths,  two  of  these  occurring  in 
infants  under  one  year  of  age.  As  enteritis  includes  the 
various  stomach  troubles  which  arise  from  improper 
feeding,  the  comparatively  large  number  of  deaths  shows 
how  prevalent  these  troubles  must  be.  The  scarcity  of 
milk  in  Glendale  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  is  becoming 
more  and  more  pronounced  year  by  year,  and  my  remarks 
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in  last  year’s  report  are  doubly  applicable  to  the  state 
of  the  district  in  1904.  It  is  all  the  more  serious,  as 
it  seems  to  me  that  parents  are  realising  more  than 
they  did  a few  years  ago  the  value  of  milk  as  an 
article  of  diet. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  III.,  there  have  been  very 
few  infectious  cases  notified  during  1904.  The  total 
number  is  21,  as  compared  with  44  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  21  cases  13  occurred  in  the  Wooler  district  and  8 
in  the  Ford  district.  Only  in  1894  has  there  been  a 
fewer  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  since  the 
Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  was  adopted  by 
the  Council  in  1893.  Diphtheria  was  notified  11  times, 
the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  It  occurred 
in  all  parts  of  the  district,  6 cases  being  notified  in 
Wooler  district  and  5 cases  in  Ford  district.  A con- 
siderable proportion  (6)  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year,  when  the  weather  was 
unusually  mild.  Septic  sore  throats  were  very  prevalent 
all  over  the  district  during  this  period  of  the  year. 
Erysipelas  was  accountable  for  8 cases,  one  less  than 
last  year.  This  disease  has  remained  very  constant  for 
the  last  few  years,  varying  between  12  and  6 cases 
notified  in  any  one  year.  Scarlet  fever  was  all  but 
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absent  from  tlie  district,  only  2 cases  having  been 
notified  during  the  year,  one  of  which  evidently  got  the 
infection  outside  the  district.  Never  since  the  Act  was 
adopted  have  there  been  so  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
the  next  lowest  being  8 cases  in  1896  and  10  cases  in 
1899.  No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Mumps  was  the  only  infectious  disease  which  was  pre- 
valent to  any  extent,  and  it  was  of  a mild  type. 

The  Rubbish  Depot,  near  the  Brewery  Road,  which 
was  commenced  in  the  previous  year,  was  finished  early 
in  1904,  and  being  provided  with  a furnace  for  consuming 
paper  and  other  combustible  materials,  it  is  a great 
improvement. 

The  Wooler  Sewage  Scheme,  which  was  commenced 
early  in  the  summer,  is  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  Septic  Tanks  and  Filter  Beds  are  situated 
at  a sufficient  distance  from  Wooler,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river. 

The  three  Slaughter  Houses  under  one  roof,  which 
the  Council  in  the  previous  year  decided  to  erect,  are  in 
course  of  construction,  and,  when  finished,  will  be  a great 
improvement  to  the  slaughter  houses  at  present  in  use. 
But  these  slaughter  houses,  as  was  pointed  out  at  the 
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time  when  the  Council  decided  to  erect  them,  will  not 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  place,  as  there  are,  and 
have  been  for  many  years,  four  butchers  in  Wooler,  each 
killing  his  own  meat.  Urban  powers  as  regards  slaughter 
houses  have  been  obtained  by  the  Council,  and  when  the 
new  slaughter  houses  are  opened,  an  injustice  is  likely  to 
be  done  to  the  butcher  that  is  not  accommodated  with  a 
new  slaughter  house,  as  his  present  one  cannot  be  con- 
tinued in  use,  and  the  new  killing  courts  are  too  small  to 
accommodate  two  butchers. 

In  Wooler  new  houses  are  being  erected  in  Tanker- 
ville  Terrace,  and  more  are  about  to  be  built  in  the  Back 
Lane  in  lieu  of  the  old  cottages  there,  which  are  now 
unoccupied  and  about  to  be  pulled  down.  A house  in 
Ramsey  Lane  has  been  remodelled  and  added  to,  and  put 
in  thoroughly  good  order,  and  another  house  in  High 
Street  has  had  various  improvements  made  to  it. 

At  North  Middleton  two  old  cottages  are  being  re- 
modelled and  enlarged. 

At  West  Heaton  the  farm  house  has  been  improved, 
the  inside  closet  and  drains  put  in  order,  and  the  stable 
adjoining  the  house  has  been  placed  further  away.  All 
the  cottages  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled ; in  some 
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instances  two  cottages  have  been  converted  into  one. 
New  floors,  windows,  and  doors  have  been  put  in,  the 
walls  stoothed  and  spouted,  and  a new  drainage  system 
laid  down. 

At  Castle  Heaton  considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  to  the  house,  and  a new  bath  room  added, 
with  hot  and  cold  water  supply. 

At  Hepburn  Bell  the  farm  house  has  been  improved 
and  put  into  good  repair. 

At  Ohillingham  Village  the  old  square  of  four  cottages 
has  been  practically  re-built.  The  cottages  have  been 
enlarged,  and  have  two  sitting  rooms,  three  bed  rooms, 
scullery,  and  pantry  in  each. 

At  Amerside  Law  all  the  cottages  have  been  put  in 
good  order. 

At  Hepburn  Moor  the  house  has  been  added  to  and 
put  into  a good  state  of  repair. 

At  Doddington  Hill  new  kennels  and  pigstye  have 
been  erected  in  place  of  the  old  ones. 

At  Barmoor  Moss  the  house  and  buildings  have  been 
thoroughly  renovated. 

At  Barmoor  Moor  the  cottages  have  been  put  in  good 
order,  and  privies  and  ashpits  added 
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At  Duns  all  the  house  and  buildings  have  been  put  in 
good  repair. 

Kemping  Moss  farm  house  has  been  enlarged  and 
much  improved.  The  new  water  supply  laid  on  the 
previous  year  to  this  place,  with  Barmoor  Rigg  and  Bite- 
about,  has  been  a great  boon. 

At  Woodside  the  farm  house  has  been  altered  and 
improved,  and  new  pigstyes  have  been  added  to  the 
cottages.  Several  new  cottages  are  in  course  of  erection 
at  the  top  of  the  Lowick  Road.  A water  supply  has 
been  laid  on  to  these  cottages,  as  well  as  the  cottages  at 
the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Barmoor  Cottage  has  been  added  to,  new  drains  laid 
down,  and  a water  supply  add6d. 

At  Ewart  Bridge  End  a new  well  with  pump  has 
been  supplied  to  the  cottages. 

At  Ewart  East  Lodge  new  sewerage  drains  have  been 
put  in. 

At  Fenton  Demesne  a new  farm  house  has  been 
erected,  with  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  and  good 
water  supply. 

A new  water  supply  is  being  put  in  to  Routin  Linn 


and  Ford  Wood  House. 
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At  Ford  Hill  a new  sewerage  drain  was  laid  down  to 
the  farm  honse. 

At  Ford  Village  new  sewerage  drain  has  been  laid 
down  to  the  Terrace,  and  an  additional  water  supply  for 
the  new  cottages. 

At  West  Moneylaws  a new  water  supply  has  been 
provided. 

At  Ilderton  Farm  the  cottages  have  been  remodelled; 
in  several  cases  two  have  been  converted  into  one  good 

cottage. 

At  East  Lilburn  a good  water  supply  has  been  laid 
down  to  the  shepherd’s  house. 


Lowick  has  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  been 
inadequately  supplied  with  water,  due  in  a great  measure 
to  the  dryness  of  the  season.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
increase  the  supply. 


Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1902,  visits 
have  been  paid  to  the  various  workshops,  and  attention 
has  been  given  to  their  sanitary  condition  as  regards 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  air  space,  and  other  matters. 


In  addition  to 
been  made  from 


systematic  visits,  special  visits  have 
time  to  time  in  this  district,  and  the 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  regularly  reported  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  has  kept  me  informed  of  whatever  required 
my  attention. 


ALEXANDER  DEY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  II. 

Glendale  Rural  District.— Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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In  lecoiding  the  facts  under  the  various  hea<lings  of  Tables  I.,  IT.,  III.,  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the 
ibles. 

„ . _ ALEXANDER  DEY,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February  7th,  1905. 


